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“Innovation 
distinguishes 
between a leader 
and a follower.”

- Steve Jobs

Teen

The Age  
of How.  
Age Old 
Problems.

New Age 
Thinking. 

Age-nts 
of Change.

“The Age of How. Age Old Problems. New Age Thinking. Age-nts of Change.” 
– title credited to Simon Cohen, founder, global tolerance



In the heart of SoHo NYC at the Scholastic Auditorium.
The Scholastic Auditorium provides a stimulating, one-of-a-kind environment 
for both children and adults that caters to a broad range of programming 
needs. The 4,000 square foot space was designed for multimedia events, 
including live productions and performances, live global webcasts, press 
conferences, product launches, screenings, and so much more.

We live in an age where technology makes us all virtual neighbors, 
accessible at the click of a button. 

We work together across borders, oceans and boundaries of all kinds.

Our coordinates don’t matter. 

Our world is one community facing the same issues.

There are no limitations to what we can do and how far our reach. We are pioneering new 
solutions for old problems. 

You might say we are the leaders of tomorrow, but we are also the leaders of today.

The We Are Family Foundation is honored to host the second TEDxTeen 
– where the Ideas Worth Spreading are from the world’s teens. Welcome!
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Where Is TEDxTeen Taking Place?

Can one idea, one 
experience, one 
conversation, one 
passion, one moment in 
your life revolutionize how 
you create change? 



1. LEND US YOUR BRAIN
You are about to be hit by a blizzard 
of incoming ideas. Your mind will be 
zapped, pinged, prodded, and teased. 
But to benefit from TED’s brand of brain 
therapy, you need to shut down the 
competition. Forget about work and 
school for a few hours. Forget about your 
email. Switch off your phone. Experience 
what is happening on stage, on screen 
and around you.

2. SEE EVERY TALK
The best moments seem to happen 
when you least expect them. TEDxTeen 
is not about what you already know. It is 
about how what you know connects to 
everything else.

3. TALK TO THE SPEAKERS
The conference time is limited, so we don’t 
have time for long speaker introductions. 
We have included each speaker’s bio in 
this program and relevant links to their 
work and additional information so you can 
take it all in after the conference. Attendees 
at TEDxTeen have the advantage – you 
can strike up a live conversation with them 
during the breaks. And we encourage you 
to do so!  As you listen to their talks, write 
down questions, comments and ideas you 
want to talk about or ask them.

4. BREAKS ARE IMPORTANT 
Your TEDxTeen experience is not limited 
to the auditorium. The TED brand is 
about “Ideas Worth Spreading.” To get 
the most out of the conference, soak 
up the information during the talks and 
then use the breaks to discuss the 
information with fellow attendees, and let 
the conversation continue to push you to 
explore the ideas. Eat your food fast, use 
the bathroom quickly and keep your brain 
stimulated between sessions.

5. THE CONVERSATION CONTINUES
TEDxTeen is a one day conference. But 
today is not a finale – it is the beginning. The 
talks you saw today will live online following 
the conference at TEDxTeen.com and we 
encourage you to blog them, tweet them, 
share them, chat them and push them out 
around the globe. TEDxTeen is not just a 
conference, it is a community. Being here 
today you have first hand access and 
knowledge to amazing information and sto-
ries coming in from around the globe about 
teens who are doing extraordinary things, 
who have extraordinary ideas, who need 
your help to keep their conversations alive 
and who look to you for your ideas and con-
tributions. Join in the community, contribute 
to the conversation and come together to 
tell the story of TEDxTeen to the world.
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Top to Bottom: Scenes from previous 
TEDx events: TEDxParis and TEDxAtlanta.

6. TEDxTEEN TECH PROTOCOL
The Scholastic Auditorium is WiFi enabled 
and you will receive the network password 
at the conference. You are welcome to 
use your laptop during the breaks in the 
open areas; however, we ask that you 
refrain from using it during the sessions. 
You need to focus, and keyboards are 
distracting. Use this program to write notes 
and during the breaks we encourage you 
to tweet, blog and Facebook the ideas 
and information from the conference and 
take TEDxTeen viral. During the sessions 
please be courteous and remember to 
turn your iPhones, Blackberrys and cell 
phones off or to silent. Do not check them 
while speakers are on stage. If you must 
do so, please wait until the breaks. Video is 
prohibited during the sessions and breaks. 
Photography is permitted without flash but 
keep the clicking noises during sessions to 
a minimum. Following the conference we 
hope you will share your photos with our 
online community.

7. RESTROOMS
There are restrooms located in the lobby 
outside the auditorium as well as on the 
2nd floor, outside the Resource Center, 
behind coat check.
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Session1 Session2 Session3
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12:30pm—1:40pm (Auditorium)

Chris Anderson 
What is TED/TEDx?

SR Farah Pandith  
YouthQuake 

Amr Ashraf  
Revolution 2.0

Angwech Collines  
Life Beyond Conflicts

Adora Svitak  
What Adults Can Learn from Kids

Amy & Kathy Eldon  
Safari As a Way of Life

1:40pm—2:30pm 
(Resource Center) 

BREAK: Conversation, 
information and food

2:30pm—3:40pm (Auditorium)

Dave Eggers  
Once Upon a School

Sheel Tyle  
Innovator’s Myopia

Connor Brantley  
Our United Voice

Natalie Warne  
Anonymous Extraordinaries

3:40pm—4:30pm
(Resource Center)

BREAK: Conversation, 
information and food

4:30pm—5:40pm (Auditorium)

Curtis Kulig  
The Art of Obsession 

Tara Suri & Niha Jain  
Learning to Fail

William Kamkwamba  
How I Harnessed the Wind

Jeremy Heimans  
Aim Higher Than President

Zander Srodes  
The Moment It Found Me

In closing with Touré

5:40pm—6:30pm  
Conversation and departures

11:30am (Lobby)
TEDxTeen guests arrive

11:30am—12:30pm 
(Resource Center)
The Conversation begins
Meet, talk, think, share, eat 
and prepare!

The conversation continues online at TEDxTeen.com

Schedule 
Of Events



TEDxTeen Host 

Touré
Touré is the author of the forthcoming book  
“Who’s Afraid of Post-Blackness?, A Look At  
What It Means To Be Black Now,” to be published 
on September 13, 2011 by the Free Press. He has 
already published three books: “Never Drank the 
Kool-Aid,” a collection of essays about hiphop and 
life, “Soul City,” a novel, and “The Portable Promised 
Land,” a collection of short stories. He is an NBC 
contributor and a regular on MSNBC’s “The Dylan 
Ratigan Show.” He is also the host of the Fuse shows 
“Hiphop Shop” and “On the Record,” as well as a 
contributor to the Tennis Channel.

Touré was CNN’s first Pop Culture Correspondent 
and was the host of MTV2’s “Spoke N Heard” and 
BET’s “The Black Carpet.” He remains a contributing 
editor at Rolling Stone and also writes for Vibe and 
Ebony. He studied at Columbia University’s graduate 
school of creative writing and lives in Fort Greene, 
Brooklyn with his wife and two children.

Links:
@Tourex

en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Toure
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Session 1
SR FarahPandith

AdoraSvitak

AmrAshraf

AmyEldonTurteltaub

KathyEldon

AngwechCollines

Session 1 11“The Journey is 
the Destination.”

- Dan Eldon



Session 1

Special Representative 

FarahPandith  

Farah Pandith was appointed Special Representative 
to Muslim Communities in June 2009. Her office is 
responsible for executing Secretary Clinton’s vision 
for engagement with Muslims around the world on 
a people-to-people and organizational level. She 
reports directly to the Secretary of State.

Prior to this appointment, she was Senior Advisor to 
the Assistant Secretary of State for European and 
Eurasian Affairs, Director for Middle East Regional 
Initiatives for the National Security Council, and 
served as Chief of Staff for the Bureau for Asia and 
the Near East for the U.S. Agency for International 
Development (USAID).

From 1997 to 2003 Special Representative Pandith 
was Vice President of International Business for 
ML Strategies. She received a Master’s degree 
from The Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy at 
Tufts University, and her A.B. in Government and 
Psychology from Smith College, where she was 
president of the student body.

She was born in Srinagar, Kashmir, India.

Links:
@Farah_Pandith

facebook.com/FPandith
@2011AgainstHate

facebook.com/2011hoursagainsthate
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Session 1

AmrAshraf
Amr is the founder and current president of Prevent 
Air Pollution (PAP), an initiative tackling climate-related 
issues in Egypt through awareness and collective 
actions since August 2007. Amr founded PAP with 
the vision of establishing connections among the 
individuals, organizations and policymakers in Africa 
and the Middle East to solve the problem of air 
pollution and mitigate the effects of climate change on 
developing countries. Amr and his team were awarded 
first place in the climate change category at the 2007 
Arab Environmental Youth Convention (AEYC) held 
in Bibliotheca Alexandrina, Egypt.  Following this 
success, PAP carried out many awareness sessions 
as well as its famous “Training of Trainers on Climate 
Change” (TOTCC) where 40 Egyptian students were 
trained on soft skills and environmental history in order 
to promote awareness to the Egyptian community.

Amr is genuinely passionate about Information 
Technology, social media and computers in general 
and is studying Computer Science at the American 
University in Cairo (AUC). As a young Egyptian man 
who is addicted to social media, he witnessed and 
participated in the Egyptian Revolution, which started 
on January 25, 2011, and led to the ouster of Egypt’s 
president, Hosni Mubarak. It was the first successful 
revolution in history to employ the use of the social 
media platforms.

Links:
@ashrafamr 

@PAPinitiative 
 preventairpollution.org 

youtube.com/papinitiative 
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Session 1

AngwechCollines
Angwech Collines was born in northern Uganda 
during the height of the war. She expressed that 
during her childhood all she knew was this  
war, commuting nightly to sleep under street 
verandas in order to reduce the chance of being 
abducted and recruited into Joseph Kony’s  
army of child soldiers.

She is currently traveling the U.S. with Invisible 
Children sharing her story and advocating  
on behalf of the people in DR Congo, Central 
African Republic and Sudan who are currently 
being terrorized by Joseph Kony’s Lord’s 
Resistance Army.

When she returns home she will be attending 
Gulu University on a scholarship from Invisible 
Children’s Legacy Scholarship Program. 
Angwech will pursue a degree in Development 
Studies in anticipation of working with the 
community and representing them in Parliament. 
Once she graduates, she will be among the 
1% of women from northern Uganda who have 
completed university.

Links:
vimeo.com/20387605

Angwech Collines 17



Session 1

AdoraSvitak
A voracious reader from age three, Adora Svitak’s first 
serious foray into writing — at age five — was limited 
only by her handwriting and spelling. (Her astonishing 
verbal abilities already matched that of young adults 
more than twice her age.) Her breakthrough would 
soon come “in the form of a used Dell laptop her 
mother bought her.” At age seven, she typed out over 
250,000 words — poetry, short stories, observations 
about the world — in a single year.

Svitak has since fashioned her beyond-her-years 
wordsmithing into an inspiring campaign for literacy — 
speaking across the country to both adults and kids. 
She is the author of “Flying Fingers,” a book on learning.

“A tiny literary giant.”
- Diane Sawyer, “Good Morning America”

Links:
adorasvitak.com

Adora Svitak 19



Session 1

AmyEldonTurteltaub
Amy Eldon Turteltaub grew up in Nairobi, Kenya 
and London, England. Following the murder of her 
brother, Dan, a 22-year-old Reuters photojournalist, 
Amy changed her college major to Communications, 
determined to tell stories that would bring people 
together, not tear them apart. At 22, Amy hosted 
“Dying to Tell the Story,” later nominated for an Emmy 
and distributed world-wide by CNN. Amy also co-
produced “Soldiers of Peace,” about the Children’s 
Peace Movement in Colombia for CNN, and In 
2003 co-created and hosted “Global Tribe,” a PBS 
series about ordinary people finding solutions to the 
challenges they face in their local communities. Amy is 
the co-author of three books, published by Chronicle 
Books, “Soul Catcher: A Journal to Help You Become 
Who You Really Are,” “Angel Catcher: A Journal of 
Loss and Rembrance” and “Love Catcher: A Journal 
to Invite Love into Your Life” and co-founder of 
Creative Visions Foundation, which supports “creative 
activists” who use media and the arts for social 
change. She is currently an Executive Producer of 
“Extraordinary Moms” a documentary special hosted 
by Julia Roberts for the new Oprah Winfrey Network 
(OWN). Amy, the mother of two children, is married to 
Director Jon Turteltaub and lives in Los Angeles. 

Links:
creativevisions.org 

daneldon.org  
daneldon.com
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Session 1

KathyEldon
Kathy has worked as a teacher, journalist, author and 
film and television producer in England, Kenya and the 
U.S. She is the founder of Creative Visions Foundation, 
supporting “creative activists” who use media and the 
arts for social good, which has incubated more than 
80 projects and productions. Kathy and her daughter 
Amy have written three books together and produced 
award-winning television and film projects, including 
acclaimed PBS series “Global Tribe,” about grass-roots 
social entrepreneurs; Emmy-nominated “Dying to Tell the 
Story,” about frontline journalists, and “Soldiers of Peace: 
A Children’s Crusade,” about the Colombian children’s 
peace movement. Their latest project is “Extraordinary 
Moms,” featuring Julia Roberts, Hillary Clinton, Rosie 
O’Donnell, Christiane Amanpour, produced for the new 
Oprah Winfrey Network (OWN).

Links:
@kathyeldon 

creativevisions.org  
daneldon.org 

 daneldon.com
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Session 2
ConnorBrantley

DaveEggers

NatalieWarne

SheelTyle

Session 2 25“To laugh often and love 
much; to win the respect of 
intelligent persons and the 
affection of children; to earn 
the approbation of honest 
citizens and endure the 
betrayal of false friends; to 
appreciate beauty; to find the 
best in others; to give of one’s 
self; to leave the world a bit 
better, whether by a healthy 
child, a garden patch or a 
redeemed social condition; 
to have played and laughed 
with enthusiasm and sung 
with exultation; to know even 
one life has breathed easier 
because you have lived — 
this is to have succeeded.”

- Emerson



Session 2

DaveEggers  

Dave Eggers’ first book, “A Heartbreaking Work of 
Staggering Genius,” was a finalist for the Pulitzer 
Prize. Since then he’s written two more novels 
and launched an independent publishing house, 
which publishes books, a quarterly literary journal 
(McSweeney’s), a DVD-based review of short films 
(“Wholpin”), a monthly magazine (The Believer) and 
the Voice of Witness project.

Eggers has established himself as a philanthropist 
and teacher-at-large. In 1998 he launched 826 
Valencia, a San Francisco-based writing and tutoring 
lab for young people, which has since opened six 
more chapters across the United States. He has 
extended his advocacy of students by supporting 
their educators, instituting a monthly grant for 
exceptional Bay Area teachers. His TED Prize wish is 
for more people to follow him into getting involved in 
your local school — and talk about it — through the 
website onceuponaschool.org.

“Many writers, having written a first best-seller, might 
see it as a nice way to start a career. He started a 
movement instead.” 
 – Time magazine

Links:
onceuponaschool.org

826national.org
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Session 2

SheelTyle
Sheel Tyle is an investor at Bessemer Venture 
Partners, the oldest venture capital firm in the world 
with former investments including Celtel, Quidsi, 
and Skype. He focuses on mobile, Internet, and 
health care investments with an emphasis on 
emerging markets.

Sheel co-founded ReSight, a nonprofit organi-
zation, with his younger brother in 2008. ReSight 
democratizes eye-care services by turning former 
vision patients into “Vision Guardians” who screen 
others for impairments. ReSight’s current program, 
piloted by partner hospital LV Prasad, has screened 
over 30,000 people and treated over 2,000 people 
in rural India.

Sheel will graduate from Stanford University with 
BAs in both Human Biology and Public Policy,  
and a Graduate Certificate in Product Creation  
& Innovative Manufacturing. He has consulted  
or advised a number of venture-backed startups, 
nonprofits, and political committees; and received 
national awards from the Coca-Cola Company, 
Toyota, Intel, HSBC, ESPN, AT&T, Sanofi-Aventis, 
Discovery Channel, and the U.S. Congress for  
his achievements.

Sheel Tyle 29

Links:
@sheeltyle
 bvp.com

resight.org 
sheeltyle.com 

 
 



Session 2

ConnorBrantley
Connor Brantley is the founder of United Now, 
a political organization committed to ending 
partisanship on all levels of government. Connor 
is a presidential history, government, and political 
enthusiast. He is involved in our political system 
on a local, state, and national level. He has 
worked on behalf of two Presidential candidates, 
a gubernatorial candidate, and several local 
candidates. Connor believes no one is too young 
to be involved and encourages other young 
people to take part in our political system. In 
addition to his political work, his active role in the 
community includes organizing charitable drives 
as well as volunteering.  Connor has been featured 
on CNN, MSNBC, and local news outlets.

Connor Brantley 31

Links:
@ConnorBrantley

unitednow.org 
Facebook: United Now 



Session 2

NatalieWarne
Born in an underserved part of downtown Chicago, 
Natalie and her five siblings had to survive on her 
mother’s humble teacher salary, moving from city to 
city to find work. No stranger to adversity, Natalie was 
determined to make something great out of her life.

At 17, Natalie saw the documentary “Invisible Children: 
The Rough Cut,” a film exposing Africa’s longest running 
war. Compelled by this story, she applied to be a 
volunteer, or “roadie,” for “Invisible Children,” using her 
voice to help end this war.

She quickly stood out among the other interns, and was 
given the responsibility to help lead Invisible Children’s 
largest project to date; an event in 100 cities worldwide 
called “The Rescue.” Through her determination, tens of 
thousands of people came out to the event, sleeping in 
the streets for up to six days in order to raise the profile 
of this war.

Her efforts paid off when Oprah invited Invisible Children, 
and Natalie, onto her show to add her voice to the 
numbers. The event was then highlighted on “Larry King 
Live,” CNN, and countless other news outlets. Natalie 
has natural charisma, astounding leadership qualities, 
and is now working in Los Angeles as a film editor, to 
continue to share stories of injustices.

Links:
@nataliewarne

vimeo.com/17310879
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Session 3
CurtisKulig

WilliamKamkwamba

TaraSuri

JeremyHeimans

ZanderSrodes

NihaJain

“Creativity is allowing 
yourself to make 
mistakes. Art is 
knowing which  
ones to keep.”

Session 3 35

- Scott Adams              



Session 3

CurtisKulig  

Curtis Kulig was born in 1981 in North Dakota. At 
age 13, he began screen-printing in his father’s shop, 
laying the foundation for his work as an artist. His 
collaborations include projects with fellow artists 
Shepard Fairey and Skullphone, and commissions 
by brands including Ace Hotels, Bobbi Brown 
Cosmetics, Burton, Converse, HBO, Nike and The 
Standard Hotel. In addition, his work has been 
featured in several gallery group shows including 
Mallick Williams & Co (2011 NYC), Leo Kesting (2010 
NYC), This Gallery (2010 Los Angeles), Shadows 
Space (2009 Philadelphia) and Subliminal Projects 
(2008 Los Angeles). 

Kulig’s most notable work, “Love Me”, is a  
mixed-media message that can not only be found 
in his prints and canvases, but amongst the street 
corners and rooftops of New York, Los Angeles,  
Paris and Tokyo.

Find more about me here:
curtiskulig.com

 lovemewashere.com  
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Session 3

TaraSuri
Galvanized by sexism and poverty she encountered 
at 13, Tara founded Turn Your World Around, an 
organization that engages youth in making a global 
difference. The organization has since raised over 
$100,000 and impacted and engaged people globally 
in various initiatives, garnering international awards 
and media attention.

Since arriving at Harvard in the fall of 2009, Tara 
has focused on learning and engaging critically with 
what it means to create “impact.” To that end, she 
and her project teammates spent the past summer 
in a community of women forced into prostitution on 
the outskirts of New Delhi. She is currently working 
on a project that uses text messaging to facilitate 
accountability in the Indian education system.
In her spare time, Tara enjoys reading, writing, baking 
cupcakes, and of late, making chocolate (definitely 
ask about her chocolate frogs).

Links:
turnyourworldaround.org 

thecrimson.com/article/2010/11/2/
apne-aap-women-organization
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Session 3

NihaJain
Niha Jain is a junior at Harvard University. Since 
age 13, she has been an advocate for women’s 
rights, mobilizing young girls in her hometown of 
Shreveport, Louisiana to volunteer at a battered 
women’s shelter and to raise awareness of 
domestic violence.

During college, Niha has collaboratively 
spearheaded community development projects 
to empower female sex workers in India. She 
is currently helping to implement educational 
interventions in rural India that would allow more 
adolescent girls to attend school.

Niha has served on various national boards, 
including the America’s Promise Alliance Youth 
Steering Committee and Nestlé Very Best in Youth 
Foundation Board. For her academic achievements 
and her commitment to public service, Niha has 
received awards from the Clinton Global Initiative, 
the Independence Bowl, Toyota, Prudential, Nestlé 
USA, and others.

Links:
thecrimson.com/

writer/1204501/Niharika_S._Jain 
generationunitedtosucceed.webs.com
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Session 3

WilliamKamkwamba  

William Kamkwamba, from Malawi, is a born inventor. 
When he was 14, he built an electricity-producing 
windmill from spare parts and scrap, working from 
rough plans he found in a library book called “Using 
Energy” and modifying them to fit his needs. The 
windmill he built powers four lights and two radios  
in his family home.

Kamkwamba’s story is documented in his 
autobiography, “The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind: 
Creating Currents of Electricity and Hope.” A short 
documentary about Kamkwamba, called “Moving 
Windmills,” won several awards.

Links:
MovingWindmills.org

williamkamkwamba.typepad.com
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Session 3

JeremyHeimans  

Jeremy Heimans is co-founder and CEO of  
Purpose.com, a social enterprise that builds movements 
to help solve major global problems.  Jeremy has been 
building movements since he was a precocious little 
brat in his native Australia, running media campaigns 
and lobbying politicians from the age of eight on issues 
like environmental degradation and nuclear proliferation.     

His voice has since broken but those global problems 
persist, so Jeremy co-founded Avaaz.org, the world’s 
largest online political movement, and GetUp.org, the 
Australian political movement with more members than 
all Australia’s political parties combined.  

Jeremy now leads the team at Purpose, which has 
built movements to fight cancer with LIVESTRONG, 
to eliminate nuclear weapons with Global Zero,  
launched AllOut.org to promote LGBT rights around the 
world, and is working with Jamie Oliver on a national 
movement to transform our food culture.

Jeremy’s career began with strategy consultants 
McKinsey and Company, he attended Harvard 
University and University of Sydney, and is a citizen of 
Australia and the Netherlands. The World Economic 
Forum at Davos has named Jeremy a 2011 Young 
Global Leader.

Links:
@jeremyheimans

purpose.com
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Session 3

ZanderSrodes
Zander Srodes, at age 11, created Turtle Talks — 
an interactive sea turtle seminar for children. In 
2004, he wrote a sea turtle activity book to promote 
conservation in coastal communities around the 
world. The book is available in six languages. He 
has authored two other children’s activity books, 
one on the Gopher tortoise and one on freshwater 
turtles. There are over 250,000 books in print and 
all have been given away FREE.

Zander travels the world promoting conservation. 
In 2010, he spoke at the International Youth 
Biodiversity Conference in Aichi, Japan and the 
30th International Sea Turtle Symposium in Goa, 
India. He is currently lending support to efforts 
involving eco-tourism.

Zander, personally hosts groups of college 
students on two-week volunteer service trips 
to Costa Rica. There they work alongside local 
organizations and communities preserving 
Leatherback turtle nesting sites. He is an intern for 
SEE Turtles, and the Sea Turtle Conservancy, and a 
previous intern at Mote Marine Laboratory.

On Saturday mornings, he is a broadcaster on 
ESPN radio and talks about Florida sports.

Links:
 @Zander_Srodes
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1. TEDXTEEN.COM
Check back on TEDxTeen.com following 
the conference. The inspiring talks you 
saw today will go live and are waiting 
to be shared with the world. Help us 
get the word out and be a TEDxTeen 
ambassador.

2. SOCIAL NETWORKS
Join in and continue the conversations 
from today’s conference on our Facebook 
and Twitter pages. And share the talks and 
content amongst your social networks and 
invite them to join our TEDxTeen community.
facebook.com/TEDxTeen; @TEDxTeen

3. IDEAS WORTH SPREADING
Tell your friends, family, peers and 
colleagues about your experience at 
TEDxTeen and share the information. Hold 
your own mini TED salon at home and 
discuss the talks with your friends.

1. DIVE INTO TED TALKS
Join TED.com to share in the excitement 
of Ideas Worth Spreading.

2. CREATE YOUR PROFILE ON TED
Join like-minded people around the globe 
in setting up your TED.com profile – then 
use your profile to save your favorite talks 
and share knowledge within the community.

3. JOIN THE CONVERSATION
TEDTalks are enhanced by the ideas and 
conversations that they spark. Add your 
own comments to the discussion pages, 
under a specific TEDTalk, in one of the 
lively Themes or on the TED blog. You’ll 
be interacting with an intelligent, curious 
group of people worldwide.

Ways to take 
TEDxTeen & TED 
home with you.
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TEDxTeen TED

Thank You

TED is an annual event where some of the 
world’s leading thinkers and doers are invited 
to share what they are most passionate about. 
“TED” stands for Technology, Entertainment, 
Design — three broad subject areas that are, 
collectively, shaping our future. And in fact, the 
event is broader still, showcasing ideas that 
matter in any discipline. Attendees have called it 
“the ultimate brain spa” and “a four-day journey 
into the future.” The diverse audience — CEOs, 
scientists, creatives, philanthropists — is almost 
as extraordinary as the speakers, who have 
included Bill Clinton, Bill Gates, Jane Goodall, 
Frank Gehry, Paul Simon, Sir Richard Branson, 
Philippe Starck and Bono.

TED was first held in Monterey, California, 
in 1984. In 2001, Chris Anderson’s Sapling 
Foundation acquired TED from its founder, 
Richard Saul Wurman. In recent years, TED has 
expanded to include an international conference, 
TEDGlobal; media initiatives, including TED 
Talks and TED.com; and the TED Prize.

In the spirit of ideas worth spreading, TEDx 
is a program of local, self-organized events 
that bring people together to share a TED-like 
experience. At a TEDx event, TEDTalks video and 
live speakers combine to spark deep discussion 
and connection in a small group. These local, 
self-organized events are branded TEDx, where 
x=independently organized TED event.

The TED Conference provides general guidance 
for the TEDx program, but individual TEDx 
events are self-organized.*

About TED

About TEDx

*Subject to certain rules and regulations.
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The We Are Family Foundation (WAFF) 
is a not-for-profit organization dedicated to the 
vision of a global family by creating and supporting 
programs that inspire and educate the next 
generation about respect, understanding and cultural 
diversity – while striving to solve some of our biggest 
global problems at the same time.

WAFF believes our problems are going to be solved 
by investing in our youth – teaching them that people 
of all ethnicities, religions and cultures are of equal 
importance, so that they will embrace the value of 
others who are different.  

And, our problems are going to be solved by supporting 
those youth who are actively engaged in changing our 
world, those who have ideas and are invested in solving 
our global problems – the game changers.

Investing in and supporting our youth is what 
the We Are Family Foundation does.

Online:
wearefamilyfoundation.org

threedotdash.org
TEDxTeen.com

Twitter:
@wearefamilyfdtn

@threedotdashorg
@tedxteen

TEDxTeen 
Thanks

And She Told Two Friends 
Communications for spreading the 
word about TEDxTeen

FedEx Office for printing the words 
and images we need

John-Paul Teutonico Photography 
for capturing the moments

Scholastic for providing the safe 
space to share our conversations

Tekserve for keeping us  
digitally connected

THINK Global School for their 
partnership and for daring to take 
education to the next level

Unboundary for their design 
brilliance, yet again

uPPstream for a smooth production

Volunteers whose time and energy 
are invaluable

We Are Family Foundation Team 
for Everything Else

Healthy Just Got Healthier. OmegaWater 
supports the passion, energy, and action of 
TedxTeen. Visit us at omegawater.com or  
on Facebook. 

Thank You 50



12 trimesters in 12 countries

More
places.
More 
inspiration.
More 
ideas.

A world class education that actually begins with the world. Follow our journey at ThinkGlobalSchool.org



Ideas Worth Spreading

Teen
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